
  

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 

Isaiah 43:19 

THE LORD’S DAY 

JULY 22, AD 2018 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 

through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 

imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.  Hebrews 1:1-3 

 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

Galatians 4:4-8 

 

Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery? 

A. God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting 

life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and 

to bring them into an estate of salvation by a redeemer. 

 

  

FOR REFLECTION 

 

A FEW THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

o We believe that Christian Worship is a renewal of covenant vows 

between Christians and the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit -- a gracious 

and thankful conversation between God and His people.  Consequently, 

our worship contains lots of congregational participation.  Your part is 

in bold, but don’t worry if you get a little lost.   Just keep your bulletin 

handy throughout the service. 

o We are a family of families worshipping together.   We are teaching our 

children to worship as they worship with us.  If they cry or squirm, it’s 

OK; God has ordained “praise” from our children and infants. 

o Restrooms are located near The Commons.   Follow the signs or ask 

anyone for directions. 

 



 

Silent Prayer of Preparation:  Gracious and merciful Father, quiet our 

hearts, our hands, our minds and our souls as we draw near to You.  Give 

rest where there is weariness, peace where there is conflict, and assurance 

where there is anxiety.  Grant us faith to believe that you speak, ears to 

hear what you say and a will to live as you desire.  Prepare us now to 

delight in you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  In Christ’s name, 

Amen.      

 

  

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the salvation of our God. 

 

 

Pastor:  Oh sing to the Lord a new song; 

People: Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

Pastor: Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 

People: Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Pastor: Declare his glory among the nations, 

People: His marvelous works among all the peoples! 

Pastor: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

 

 
 

 

WELCOME AND PREPARATION 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP                                       Psalm 98:1-3 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S CALL          Psalm 96:1-4 

PRAYER OF ADORATION   

Call to Worship: 

We need to be 

called to come 

and worship 

because we are 

prone to think 

we are at the 

center of all 

things. Or 

perhaps we 

struggle to 

believe that God 

wants us to draw 

near. So God 

takes the 

initiative and 

calls us to come 

and worship 

Christ who is the 

center. 

Preparation: 

In worship, God 

speaks.  He is not 

merely spoken 

about.  Listening 

and responding 

require our 

preparation. Take 

a moment to be 

still and know 

that He is God.  



 
 

Be Thou My Vision 
Public Domain. Ancient Irish hymn. CCL# 11359088 

 

1. Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

2. Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son; 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

 

3. Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

 

4. High king of heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

SONGS OF PRAISE   

Worship through 

singing. 

Worship is a 

gracious 

conversation 

between God 

and His people.  

He speaks grace 

through His 

Word and we 

respond together 

in gratitude 

through prayer 

and praise as a 

congregation. 

Singing is an 

important way 

we express our 

love for God and 

remind ourselves 

of our place in 

His redemptive 

story. 



 

 
 

Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah 
Words: William Kirkpatrick. Music: Darwin Jordan. ©1982 Darwin Jordan Music.  CCL# 11359088 

 

1. Hallelujah, praise Jehovah, 

O my soul, Jehovah praise; 

I will sing the glorious praises 

Of my God through all my days. 

Put no confidence in princes, Nor for help on man depend; 

He shall die, to dust returning, 

And his purposes shall end. 

 

2. Happy is the man that chooses 

Israel’s God to be his aid; 

He is blest whose hope of blessing 

On the Lord his God is stayed. 

Heaven and earth the Lord created, Seas and all that they contain; 

He delivers from oppression, 

Righteousness He will maintain. 

 

3. Food He daily gives the hungry, 

Sets the mourning prisoner free, 

Raises those bowed down with anguish, 

Makes the sightless eyes to see, 

Well Jehovah loves the righteous, And the stranger He befriends, 

Helps the fatherless and widow, 

Judgment on the wicked sends. 

 

4. Hallelujah, praise Jehovah, 

O my soul, Jehovah praise; 

I will sing the glorious praises 

Of my God through all my days. 

Over all God reigns forever, Through all ages He is King; 

Unto Him, thy God, O Zion, 

Joyful hallelujahs sing. 

 

SONGS OF PRAISE   



 

 
 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
Words and Music: Stuart Townend Copyright © 1995 Thankyou Music 
CCL# 11359088 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure, 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss – 

The Father turns His face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the man upon a cross, 

My sin upon His shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life – 

I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything, 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer; 

But this I know with all my heart – 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

SONGS OF PRAISE   



 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to 

your great compassion, blot out our transgressions.  Wash away all our 

iniquities and cleanse us from our sin.  Create in us pure hearts, O God, and 

renew a steadfast spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence or 

take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and 

grant us willing spirits, to sustain us. 

 

 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But 

I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 

might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to 

believe in him for eternal life. 

 

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, 

dead, and buried; He descended into hell†; the third day, He rose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and sitteth at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic‡ Church; the 

Communion of saints; the Forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body; 

and the Life everlasting. AMEN. 
† That is, He remained under power of death until the third day.   

‡ “catholic” means “universal”. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION                1 John 1:8-9

   

CONFESSION OF SIN              

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                          1 Timothy 1:15-16 

CONFESSION OF FAITH         Apostle’s Creed 

Confession of 

Sin.  God calls 

us to draw near, 

but our sin is a 

barrier we 

cannot cross on 

our own.  The 

good news is 

that God has 

provided a way 

of reconciliation 

through Jesus.  

Confession of 

sin both 

acknowledges 

our need for 

God’s mercy 

and celebrates 

its abundance 

in Christ. 

Assurance of 

Pardon: God 

declares in the 

gospel that 

everyone who 

repents and 

believes in Jesus 

Christ is 

forgiven and 

made clean. 

Confession of 

Faith.: Creeds, 

confessions and 

catechisms are 

summaries of 

what we believe 

the Bible 

teaches about 

the central 

truths of the 

Christian faith.  

We confess 

them together 

in worship as a 

way of 

professing our 

common faith.  



 

Then Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather yourselves together, that I 

may tell you what shall happen to you in days to come…. 

This is what their father said to them as he blessed them, blessing each 

with the blessing suitable to him. 29 Then he commanded them and said 

to them, “I am to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in 

the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 in the cave that is in 

the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which 

Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a 

burying place. 31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife. 

There they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and there I buried 

Leah— 32 the field and the cave that is in it were bought from the 

Hittites.” 33 When Jacob finished commanding his sons, he drew up his 

feet into the bed and breathed his last and was gathered to his people.  

Genesis 49:1-2, 28-33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy Kingdom 

Come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread.  Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and 

the Power and the Glory forever, Amen 

 

SCRIPTURE & SERMON Genesis 49:1-33, “The Last Word”   

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  

Sermon: Some 

view the sermon 

as a way to get 

principles for 

right living. 

Others see it as 

an interesting or 

inspirational talk. 

 

In reality, as we 

open the 

Scriptures we 

encounter Jesus 

Christ. Therefore, 

as you listen, pray 

to be open to his 

leading, 

exhortation, 

encouragement 

and healing..  



 

 

Jesus Cast a Look on Me 
© MPJ Music. Words: John Berridge. Music: Matthew Perryman Jones. 

CCL# 11359088 

 

1. Jesus cast a look on me, 

Give me sweet simplicity 

Make me poor and keep me low, 

Seeking only Thee to know 

 

2. All that feeds my busy pride, 

Cast it evermore aside 

Bid my will to Thine submit, 

Lay me humbly at Thy feet 

 

3. Make me like a little child, 

Of my strength and wisdom spoiled 

Seeing only in Thy light, 

Walking only in Thy might 

 

4. Leaning on Thy loving breast, 

Where a weary soul can rest 

Feeling well the peace of God, 

Flowing from His precious blood 

 

5. In this posture let me live, 

And hosannas daily give 

In this temper let me die, 

And hosannas ever cry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SONGS OF PARTING      



 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

                   

DOXOLOGY      

BENEDICTION         Numbers 6:24-25 

     

The Last Word: 

God always has 

the last word.  A 

benediction is a 

“word of 

blessing.”  God 

sends us out, but 

not before He 

reminds us that 

wherever the 

coming week 

may take us, 

physically, 

emotionally or 

spiritually, He 

goes with us. 

 

 



 

An early Christian pastor once wrote, “in essential things, unity, in debated things, liberty, 

and in all things, charity.”  In regard to essential things we believe the basic tenets of the 

Christian faith as spelled out in the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed. In regards to 

debated things we hold many distinctive beliefs which define us as an Associate 

Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

 

o We are a Biblical Church that believes in the inerrant and sufficient Scriptures as 

our only rule of faith and practice, able to make us wise unto salvation and useful 

for teaching, correcting, rebuking, and training us as disciples. 

o We are a Reformed Church which believes that grace flows necessarily out of 

God’s sovereignty.  Grace is the work of God alone.  Man’s free-will is a faculty 

God employs, but saving grace depends upon the work of the Spirit powerfully 

renewing man’s will to accept God’s gracious offer of salvation. 

o We are an Evangelical Church which believes that the we are called to “preach the 

gospel to every creature under heaven” (Mark 16:15) as Christ’s ambassadors as 

though God were making His appeal through us to implore men to be reconciled 

to God through faith in Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:19-20).   God’s sovereign 

choice is one of the “secret things” which we cannot know.   Therefore, we preach 

the gospel earnestly and urgently. 

o We are a Presbyterian Church which believes that God has called men to be Elders 

to provide spiritual oversight, instruction, counsel and encouragement to the 

Church.   The word Presbyterian comes from the ancient Greek word for ‘elder.’   

Our church’s elders exercise care for the families in our congregation under the 

authority of other elders from several neighboring states.   This larger group of 

elders is called a Presbytery. 

o We are a Connectional Church.   We are under the authority of the Mississippi 

Valley Presbytery and the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Synod.   Through 

these connections, we work with other churches in North America and across the 

world to spread the gospel to every creature under heaven. 

o We are a Confessional Church.  Our basic doctrines are expressed by the 

Westminster Confession of Faith and its Larger and Shorter Catechisms.  This 

confession and its catechisms summarizes what we believe the Bible teaches in 

regard to key doctrines.   We do not hold them to be inerrant or infallible, but we 

do believe that they accurately express the central truths of the Christian faith.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? 



  

     CONTACT US 

Our Elders 

Mr. Leslie Oates        479-857-1840    Mr. Matt Wylie       479-979-2224 

Mr. Richard Moore  901-592-9074  Mr. Milton Murphy 901-497-9203 

 

Our Pastor Rev. Howard Wheeler    479-970-1384   

 

On the web at www.rivercityarp.org 

On Facebook @RiverCityARP 

Or by Email at rivercityarp@gmail.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

o New Members!   This month our Session met to receive the first members of 

River City Reformed Presbyterian Church.  Please welcome Sarah Jines, 

Charlotte Perdue, Carol Wilkins, Josh and Chelsie Ashley with their children, 

Llewyn and June Margaret, Josh and Rachel Turner with their children, Virginia, 

Noelle and Harvey, and Brandi Yang with her daughter, Miranda as members. 

o Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Day, August 5, 2018 will be a special 

day in the life of our church as we observe the sacraments of baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper together for the first time.  Coming for baptism will be Miranda 

Yang and Harvey Turner. 

o Supporting River City financially.  Some of you have asked how you can give to 

support River City Reformed Church financially.  We have a collection box on 

the hospitality table for tithes and offerings.  Or if you prefer you may:  

o Give online by going to rivercityarp.org and click on the “Give” link 

on the main menu, or 

o Send your gift to:  River City Reformed c/o Mr. Matt Wylie,  P. O. 

Box 156, Pottsville,  AR 72858 

 

http://www.rivercityarp.org/

